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The Bond is Complete—   

State Matching Funds Remain!  
 

Under Budget Bond Projects Allow District  
to Utilize Over $1 Million for Additional Facilities Improvements 

 
 
There is more good news to come from the passage of the District’s 2012 Facilities Bond and the 
subsequent completion of projects!  In addition to the construction of a new Selah Middle School, 
remodeling improvements at Selah High School, and the addition of classroom space at the Sunset 
Building, after final bond expenses have been closed-out, over $1 Million in state matching funds remain.  
What this means is that the District’s proposed bond projects were completed under budget, signifying a 
responsible use of construction funds, and therefore, resources are still available to reinvest toward 
additional facilities improvements.   Because the remaining funds are associated with the passage of the 
District’s bond, and derived from the state, the available money must be directed toward Capital Projects.  
 
This spring, the School Board is taking action to begin putting this money to work to make much needed 
capital improvements. The first project idea came from feedback gathered in last spring’s ThoughExchange 
process; a process which was designed to elicit feedback on strengths and areas of growth in the district.   
From this feedback, the Selah School Board determined that safety at John Campbell Primary was the 
immediate priority needing to be addressed. As a result, additional parking will be added at the John 
Campbell campus adjacent to the existing lot behind the Sunset Building.  Effective with the 2017-2018 
school year, an additional lot will be added in order to provide enough parking for all John Campbell staff 
to park behind Sunset.  This in turn will create more parking space in the lot on North First Street for parents 
and guests.  This will improve student and parent safety, which has been an ongoing concern for the past 
couple of years, as the enrollment at the school has increased bringing more vehicle and pedestrian traffic 
to campus.  Additionally, the new parking lot behind Sunset will still be usable in any future facilities 
expansion, improvement, or replacement projects at the John Campbell Primary site.  
 
Even with the parking improvement work scheduled at John Campbell, additional state matching funds will 
remain.  The District wants to gather feedback from staff, parents, and patrons on usage ideas for the 
remaining bond resources; a number that totals approximately $800,000.  Once again, funds must be used 
for Capital Projects and cannot be utilized for items such as programs and staffing.  In order to gather 
feedback, the District is initiating a survey to help prioritize potential future projects.   The survey can be 
accessed at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ssdmatchingfundsinput and will remain open for responses 
until Thursday, June 15.  In addition, a public hearing will be held at the July 27 Board Meeting, to 
hear input and discuss proposed project ideas.  From the input received at the meeting, included with the 
survey results, the Board will make a decision on how the remaining state matching funds will be utilized, 
and the prioritization of facilities discussions.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the remaining bond state matching funds and the utilization of 
available resources, please contact Selah School District Superintendent, Shane Backlund, at 698-8002. 

 
### 


